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Conservative evangelical churches all across America have been observing
for some time now the third Sunday in January as Sanctity of Human Life Sunday.
| never come to this Sunday without an awareness of what day it is and what is
being done on this day, but | am not always drawn to address the issue directly. |
was this year. Back in the Fall during some of my prayer times it was becoming
clear to me that this issue was an issue that needed our direct focus this year.
And it is not as if it does not deserve our focus every year. We are as
demonstrated by our decisions a pro-choice culture. We love our freedom to
make our decisions about the directions for our lives based on the sole authority
of what we feel or think in the moment of crisis is best for us. It has led us since
1973 to destroy fifty million babies. That is 1.5 million a year, four thousand a
day, one every twenty seconds which would work out to between twenty to thirty
lives being destroyed during the course of this sermon. At the same time we are
spending literally millions of dollars to find and protect endangered species so as
to keep them alive. And it seems that too few see both the historical ironies and
the biblical travesty of such an approach. The historical irony is that brave men
and women engaged in a necessary war to stop the demonically maniacal
philosophies of men like Hitler and Mussollini while we have in our day killed
more children by way of abortion than they did in all their gas chambers
combined. And the biblical travesty is that we destroy that which the Bible calls
sacred and we treasure that which the Bible says exists for the sole reason of
serving the purposes of those who are sacred to God because we are made in His
image. But let me move forward here by saying that | know what the issue for
our society is and for some of you in this room; the issue is the nature of the
embryonic fetus in the womb. Is this sperm joined to egg combination really a
human being? No other issue tests our commitment to the sacred truth of
Scripture quite like this one. We all will decide whether this book is sacred truth
and it has the final word or that we can know what is sacred through secular
scientific investigations and we will choose stand there. So turn with me this
morning to this beautiful and powerful Psalm and let’s follow its flow.



It begins by bearing witness to the omniscience of God, 1-6. Augustine
would say that this Psalm was one of his most favorite among the Psalms and
John Calvin loved it as well. In fact his treatment of this Psalm in his commentary
on the Psalms is very plain and very powerful. And he sees these first six verses
speaking to the omniscience of God. It is so interesting to me that this issue that
starts this Psalm is the sentinel issue for all of us in our understanding of God. As
we read the Bible we must decide whether or not our God is omniscient and if He
is how far that extends. The word you know is made up on two words: science
which means knowledge and omni which means all. God is all-knowing. God
knows all. So how does David see his omniscience.

Well, he begins with a word that is the same word with which he ends the
Psalm: search. Itis a word that means to dissect, to separate, to test. David says
to God, “you have looked inside me and all around me and all over me so that you
know me, a word that means the most intimate awareness of another that
anyone can have. And David concludes: you know who | am, you know me. You
know where | am and you know what | think even before | think it. The phrase
“from afar” can mean either that God knows from heaven all that is happening in
the hearts of humans on earth or that God’s perspective on what is happening is
shaped by what He already knows is the outcome. As Isaiah says it, “He knows
the conclusion from the introduction.” The David declares that God knows our
direction, our devotion, and our declarations. He knows the way we are going,
the will that directs us there and the words we will use along the way. It is all
established by God, 5. The words of verse 5 proclaim the predestined purpose of
God for His people. So, what does David conclude about the details of the
omniscience of God? He says three things: first, it is too wonderful for Him. The
word is used again in verse 14 about the character of humans and both words
mean the same thing in both contexts. The knowledge of God and the work of
God cause us to be astounded and amazed the absence of which means that we
either have too low a view of God or too high a view of ourselves, or both.
Second, It is high. The word actually refers to the kind of strength that is so far
beyond us that we cannot get to it. We use an image based on this term when
somebody says something that is big and we respond, “now that is strong.” David
in using this term is actually calling himself to faith; he can’t get to the place that
he can understand omniscience so he will either accept it or reject it. Third, he
acknowledges that he cannot get to where God is to know what God knows. So,
how big is your God? How much does He know and when does He know it? Your



honest answers to those questions reveal everything from simple faith to
struggling souls to sinister rebellion against God.

Then David turns to the next omni, the omnipresence of God, 7-12. God is
present everywhere. Look at verse 7 and listen to how the Spirit of God is defined
and then David covers place, space, and time. From heaven to Sheol or the place
of death, from sunrise to the extent of the sea, from morning to evening or
darkness to light. Our God is an omniscient and omnipresent God. And it is this
God who makes us as David declares it. That is the third section in this Psalm, 13-
16.

David declares here that all human beings are formed by God. There is a
powerful parallelism in verse 13. The parallelism is between formed and knitted
and inward parts and mother’s womb. The old King James has “you have
possessed my reins” and refers most likely to the kidneys so that the point is that
from one part which is most vital to the whole God did it and the word for
“knitted” is used of taking beautiful threads and weaving into a gorgeous tapestry
which is the work of God. Who made me, the child is asked in the catechism and
the child answers rightly, “God made me.” We are formed by God. Further, we
are formed for God, 14. No praise of self in this section. | praise you because | am
amazed at your work because | know who | am. And knowing who | am and that |
am made by you causes be to stand in fear before you, to stand in awe of you, to
worship and adore you. You made me and you made me for yourself.

But David wants us to get this so he develops it in detail. We are made by
God and we are made for God but what can we say about the involvement of this
God in our coming to be in the womb and from the womb. We can say that He
sees us. We can say that He shapes us from conception because He knows us
before we come to be. The phrase “unformed substance” means the essence of a
person before that person comes to be so that the person is a person before we
could really identify him as a person. Now here is what is essential. The word
that is used here is the same word that is used of Jesus in His relationship to God
in describing Him as God. What God is saying in Psalm 139 about humans is what
He says about His one and only Son in relationship to Himself. If there was a time
when Jesus was not truly God then we can say that there is a time when that in
the womb is not truly human but if there is not a time when we can say that Jesus
was not God then there is not a time when we can say about that in the womb



that it is not a human being. Our God not only see us and shapes us but sets the
course for our lives even the number of our days.

So what are you and | to do in the presence of this kind of God? David says
that we are to do three things. And as we move through these three things let us
not forget who is writing these words. He was an adulterer and a murderer. He
was arrogant and greedy. He was a sinner who learned obedience through what
He suffered. He was a child of God. And he says that we are to celebrate the
greatness and the grace of God. Our God is a great God whose thoughts we
cannot comprehend and whose ways are not our own. Our God is a gracious God.
Do you expect the end of verse 18 to read differently than it does: “l awake and
you are still with me.” Why is it written the way itis? We don’t know but here is
my shot at it: David knew that given time he could mess up anything, even
sabotaging relationship to God but he had learned that God remained faithful.
God wasn’t moving. David was learning that the rupture in the relationship with
God was never God’s doing; it was always his. And he was learning to stay and
repent rather than to run and reject. Have you learned that when you are living
in ways that do not please him or when you have failed miserably? I'll run away
from God and His people and | will blame Him and them, and every time you turn
around He is there. If you are His, that is where He will always be because He
made you with His hand and He redeemed you by His Son.

Secondly, David says that we are to commit ourselves to action against the
wicked, 19-22. But the weapons of our warfare are not swords and clubs. We do
not do battle against spiritual wickedness by destroying the wicked. Clothed in
the armor of Christ we commit ourselves to action as declared by the Word of
God. We pray for those engaged in wickedness that their hearts would be
changed before God brings His wrathful judgment against them. It is not wrong
to pray against those engaged in evil so long as our prayers are prayed with
broken hearts for their sinful condition. Sometimes | think we see those doing
evil that we hate and pray against them completely unaware of the evil in our
own hearts. And as we pray for those who are involved in evil we are to hate
them with a “complete hatred.” The word points to the kind of opposition to evil
and to enemies that comes from the heart of God. We do not want to see them
condemned; we want to see them changed.



Then David comes to the end. And he turns his attention to his own heart.
He knows what we must know: in relationship to the corruption of a culture and
the sins of a society, what we say and what we do has little or no impact if our
hearts are not right before God. So returning to the very first word of the first
verse of this Psalm David asks God to search him. Go deep inside and expose
every dark corner. Show me every sinful thought and every secret sin. Nothing
destroys us quite like secret sins that we carry around as if nobody knows. But
them not knowing is never the issue is it; He does and He knows that we are
trying to go on with our lives living a cover-up. So, are you willing to let God
search you that intensely and that extensively so that He can show you what is
truly the nature of your heart or you will; what is really behind the decisions that
we are making and the direction that you are taking. It is one thing to say that we
want to honor God with our lives; it is quite another to open our hearts so fully to
God that we ask Him to show us both our folly and our faithfulness. And then
David asks God to show Him those things in his life that grieve the Holy Spirit.
Would you do that today? Maybe it is just an attitude you carry around with you
all the time: pride, anger, bitterness, God | thank you that | am not as those other
people etc. and then would you so submit to Him that you know that the way in
which you are walking is His Way. It is so essential that we recognize that one of
Satan’s great devices is to get us focused on what other people need to be doing
to change their hearts and their ways, but the heart of the matter is that my
ability to relate lovingly and graciously to others is directly connected to God
showing me my own heart and changing it. It is then and only then that we will
stop pointing fingers and start extending loving and genuinely caring arms of
embrace.
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1. We must teach that human life is sacred. Human life is begun by and belongs
to God. We must be pro-life from conception to consummation. The only time
the Bible speaks to the taking of life as appropriate is in war and when one human
takes the life of another.

2. We must teach that sexual intercourse is a precious gift of God to be engaged
in only in the context of marriage both for pleasure and for procreation. Sex
outside of marriage in any form is a direct act of disobedience to God that
dishonors His holy character and defames His precious image in us. It is an act of
idolatry.

3. We must teach and live that no human being is beyond the reach of the grace
of God. We must grieve with those who choose the way of abortion but we must
extend to them the embrace of grace. We must rejoice with those single mothers
who choose to give birth to and keep the children while grieving over the choices
that were made that led to the birth. And we must encourage adoption and
adoptive families. The Bible does not categorize sin or sinners except for the
blasphemy of the Holy Spirit so that in our relationships to one another we must
mediate grace.

4. We must pray for, get involved in and support places like the Crisis Pregnancy
Center in Augusta. Susan Swanson and her staff do Kingdom work every day the
foundation of which is the clear communication of the Gospel as the only means
of hope and help. Pray for her and her staff. Give money. And call to see how
you can get involved.



